IATEFL PronSig pre-conference event

CREATING PRONUNCIATION MATERIALS

choral drills
sound-morphing

Micro-drills word-searches

audio-
concordances

acoustic-
drilling

minimal-pairs

street-maps

stress differences




Timetable

10.00-10.15

Welcome and ice-breaker

10.15-11.30

The spectrum of pronunciation materials

- Dnills and oral practice matenals

- Awareness-raising maternals

- Communicative activities

- Other activity types

Sample materials are presented and participants are encouraged to
share their own ideas for matenal types

11.30 —12.00

Break

12.00 -13.30

Evaluating pronunciation materials

- Authenticity and face-validity

- Playfulness, enjoyment

- EAU: effective, accurate, useful

- Flexibility, adaptability

Groups work togetherto evaluate sample matenals and report back
to the class

13.30-14.30

Lunch

1430 -15.30

The materials writing process

- Needs analysis: appropriate language - accent model; language
level

- Brainstorm and research
- Tools, e.g. thyming dictionary; websites
- Task construction

15.30 — 16.00

Break

16.00 —17.00

Putting it into practice
Groups work together to produce a piece of material, then share and
discuss.




1 TYPES OF MATERIAL

choral drills

sound-morphing

micro-drills

audio-
concordances

acoustic-
drilling

minimal-pairs

Stl‘eet-maps

stress differences




PRONUNCIATION POEMS

You won’t get (fit/feet)
Just sitting on a (sit/seat)
If you wanna get (fit/feet)

Gotta get up on your (fit/feet)

Don’t fill that (sit/seat)
Gotta move a little (bit/beat)

Kick your feet to the (bit/beat)
(Fill/Feel) the heat, that’s it!




PRONUNCIATION WORKOUTS
A B

Seat and sit or sit and seat
Heat and hit or hit and heat

Cheap and chip or chip and cheap
Sheep and ship or ship and sheep

Feels and fills or fills and feels
Heels and hills or hills and heels

Beans and bins or bins and beans
Teens and tins or tins and teens



PRONUNCIATION PUZZLES

piece sheet heart file film  king
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PRONUNCIATION PAIRWORKS

r—= o a ship.
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siton asheep | seaton asheep
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1 PRONUNCIATION WORKOUTS

A B

Seat and sit or sit and seat
Heat and hit or hit and heat

Cheap and chip or chip and cheap
Sheep and ship or ship and sheep

Feels and fills or fills and feels
Heels and hills or hills and heels

Beans and bins or bins and beans
Teens and tins or tins and teens

2 PRONUNCIATION PUZZLES

file film king

e
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3 PRONUNCIATION PAIRWORKS

|

sit on a sh

seat on a sheep

“'siton asheep

4 PRONUNCIATION POEMS

You won’t get fit
Just sitting on a seat
If you wanna get fit

Gotta get up on your feet

Don’t fill that seat
Gotta move a little bit
Kick your feet to the beat
Feel the heat, that’s it!
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Pronunciation Pronunciation

Workouts Puzzles

noticing awareness
articulating -raising

Pronunciation

Pronunciation
Pairworks | Poems

noticing

communicating articulating
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iy 3 Dialogue
o o a First practise the sound /iz/ in some of the words from this unit. Read the
words aloud or visit the website to practise.

UNIT | /ix / Sheep One-syllable words: cheese beef tea eat meal

three cheap please me

Two-syllable words: Peter people Edam evening
Eastfield biscuit cheesecake

- Do you like your tea sweet? |
4 yo o (The stress is always on the first syllable.)

—Yes. Three sugars, please.

Two-syllable words: Janine repeat
(The stress is always on the second syllable.)

L rgEt sound /i:/ % Note on word stress: bold is used here to show you which part of the
45 Openyour moull_'l vc?r y.liltle to make /\ word is strongly stressed, i.e. which syllable is pronounced more
"_le target sound iz. fi/isa long sound. ¢ I —— LOUDIy and s 1 o w ly than the other(s). Word stress doesn't usually
Listen and repeat: /iz/. << : change, except in some longer words with stress near the end. (See 4c
and 4d.)

A8 b Listen to the dialogue, paying attention to the target sound. Then read
the dialogue and fill the gaps (1-10) with the correct words from the box.

2 Sound /i:/

sheep leak

- cheese Peter eat please tea beefl
A Look out for that sheep.  Stop it leaking!

three me teas beef

. cheeks peel In a café: ‘It's cheaper to eat at Marguerite's’
@ What lovely cheeks!  This peel’s got vitamin Cin it CHRISTINA: What would you like to eat, 1 7 The cheese sandwiches are
the cheapest.
bean leave PETER: Er ... mmm ... oh, a2 sandwich, please, Christina
Throw out that bean.  He's going to leave. i Ty : ' )
CHRISTINA: Cheese ... mmm ... Janine? Would you like a 3 sandwich or a
cheese sandwich?
Sound /i:/ words JANINE: A cheese sandwich, 4
A6 a Listen and repeat the words. e ,
PETER: What about you, Christina? Would you like cheeseors________?
Sound /i:/ sentences WAITRESS: Are you all ready to order? What would you like to 6 ?

A7 b Listen to the sentences.

CHRISTINA: Er, we'll have one beef sandwich, two cheese sandwiches and, mmm,
A7 € Sentence stress

7 forme.
Notice that the most important words for the meaning of a sentence are
pronounced more LOUDIly andslowly . JANINE: Teafors______ too, please.
The less important words are said more quietly and quickly PETER: Yes, make that three 9 , please.

Listen to the sentences again and this time look at the underlined

syllables below. Notice that they are louder and slower. WAITRESS: (writing down the order) One beef sandwich, two cheese sandwiches

and 10, teas.
Look out for that sheep. Stop it leaking!
wl:?);vk:’—v‘:’-:)t';;es::; E:: ggiie;]l—gs-tgoolte‘:\t:mm Cinit. B A ¢ Listen to the dialogue again to check your answers. Practise reading the

dialogue aloud, and record your voice to compare your production of
A7 d Listen again and repeat the sentences. the target sound with the recording. Anne Baker CUP 2005



Map A

Places for Map A

toy store
video shop

supermarket

hardware store

high school

drugstore
library
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Places for Map B
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All | want for Christmas is ...

Help Father Christmas!

Father Christmas has got a big bag of presents for Tim, Gina, Anna and Mark.

Unfortunately, it's been a busy night and poor Father Christmas can't remember whose presents
are whose! However, he does remember that Tim asked for presents with an /1/ sound, Gina
wanted presents with an /i:/ sound, Anna wanted presents with an /a&/ sound and Mark wanted
presents with an /a:/ sound.

Help Father Christmas by putting the presents in the correct stocking according to the
pronunciation of the underlined vowels.

Presents
animal lamp art book bathrobe  Frozen DVD furry slippers  iPad jeans model car
model plane kit  school bag skis stickers sweets thermos flask  toy ship woolly hat

Tim /1/ Gina /i:/ Anna /&/ Mark /a:/

© www.teachitelt.com 2014 23824 Page 1 of 5



a. lIs it a big cat?
b. Is it a big cut?

No, it’s a lion.
No, not too deep.

a. What’s a buck?
b. What’s a book?

One dollar.
That thing you’re reading.

a. Was it cut?
b. Was it caught?

No, it was broken.
No, it’s still free.

a. What’s a skull?
b. What’s a school?

The bone that protects your brain.
A place for learning.

a. Do you need many?
b. Do you need money?

No, just a few.
Yes, ten dollars.

a. What’s a goal?
b. What’s a gull?

An aim or purpose.
A sea bird.

Linda Grant ‘Well Said’




SON SUN /saAn/
WAZE WAYS /weiz/
BARE BEAR /bea"/
HERE HEAR /hia"/
GORILLA GUERILLA /ga'ril.a/
FLOWER FLOUR @ /flava'/
HERD HEARD @ /hs3:"d/
RAIN REIGN @ /rein/




Sand in my shoes (Dido)

Two weeks away feels like the whole world should've changed

But I'm home now and things still look the same

I think I'll leave it till tomorrow to unpack

Try to forget for one more night that I'm back in my flat on the road
Where the cars never stop going through the night

To a life where | can’t watch the sun set

I don't have time, | don't have time

I've still got sand in my shoes, and | can't shake the thought of you
I should get on, forget you, Why, why would | want to?

| know we said goodbye

Anything else would've been confused but | wanna see you again

Tomorrow's back to work and down to sanity

Should run a bath and then clear up the mess | made before | left here
Try to remind myself that | was happy here

Before | knew that | could get on a plane and fly away

From the road where the cars never stop going through the night

To a life where | can watch the sun set

And take my time, take all our time

[Chorus]
| wanna see you again

Two weeks away, all it takes to change and turn me around, I've fallen
| walked away and never said that | wanted to see you again

[Chorus x2]

| wanna see you again
| wanna see you again

catenation elision assimilation contraction

weak forms gemination liaison




In recent years, the percentage of
children being classified as obese has
risen. What do you think we can do
about this?

Prompt:

What do you think we can do to
encourage young people to do more
exercise?

se the amount

Prompt: My own feeling _is that . . .

d\ ask
It isn’t something_| know much_about, . - i‘::: to say 0 n\v
but... 3 V ’ ain,
| St(l'.(l'“’ sorry, | d°:dt ? th:\te:\ie? N
What’s the most important thing for Where are you going on your next . understant: N
you in a job: the money you earn or the | holiday? We should ?
enjoyment you get from the work? ~Could you never ever for .
Prompt: | haven’t made_up my mind ye_ ,ygand on ? make. B
Prompt: My own view is that . . . but | might . . . that for us? * assumpHiors: To be honest,
——— Cantt r | haven't (0]
What is the greatest cause of stress in What are the similarities between your Oon ‘h:"::,‘: ") read enough t
modern society do you think? city and another city you’ve visited? the :;?‘c"m to . on the topic. |
imagine- "
Prompt: A common feature_of my ; ' nink it's s ?
Prompt: One_of the main causes_of cityand... is... \s there “;; ento n *
stress these days_is . . . L anything ? retation-
‘ YOU' d like to . interp | e |
. wi
What's the most difficult thing about What is a stereotype of people from add? s :::the\‘» we her
learning English? your country and to what extent do you - hels ? d to make
agree? (o} always room r nee cion
£ £ for a decisioft-
Prompt: If you_ask me, it has to be. . . 2 | lUSt -,mprove“‘e\“- ]
Prompt: Many say that in. . .. .. La—
we_always. . .
Louise Guyett 2015

Are you hoping to go travelling next
year?

Prompt: I’'m thinking_of . . ., but |
haven’t decided yet.

What one place would you recommend

to tourist visiting your city? on our smart

Prompt: One_of the main_attractions_of
thecity is. .. FoLL
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Who do you look like?

Contrastive Stress to correct information

1 al Listen to three dialogues. What is the second speaker doing in each conversation?

Alice: | look most like my mum.
Ricky: No you don'’t, you look more like your dad.

Chris: Our teacher is very fashionable.
Lisa: She’s actually very unfashionable.

Elise: Sam thinks Sarah is good-looking!

Rachel: No, Sam thinks Paula is good-looking StudentA

al Listen to Student B’s sentences about your family photograph and correct any
b) Listen again. Which words do the second speakers stress most? information that is wrong.
c] Why do you think they stress these words? b} Read these sentences to Student B about their family photograph.
1 There are two children in the family.

2 al Look at the picture. Read the sentences in column A and underline the words that give 2There are two sons in the family.
incorrect information. 3 The parents have fair hair.

4 The girls are wearing green clothes.

5 The family look sad.

1 Brian is wearing a red polo shirt. No, David is wearing a red polo shirt. Student B

2 David has a shaved head. No, he doesn’t. Brian has a shaved head. . .

3 Brian has longer hair than David. No, David has longer hair than Brian. 3 Read these sentences to Student A about their family photograph.
4 David is wearing a cap. No, he isn't. He’s wearing glasses. 1 There are four children in the family.

5 Brian is wearing a black belt. No, he’s wearing a white belt. 2The parents are old.

6 David and Brian are wearing shorts. No, they're not. They're wearing trousers.

3 The mother has short hair.
4 The daughter is wearing a dress.

) . A Z . 5 The son is wearing a n T-shirt.
bl Now read the sentences in column B. Circle the word you think should be stressed in HL S Srven T

order to correct the information. Listen and check. b) Now listen to Student A’s sentences about your photograph and correct any information
that is wrong.



Homophones matching

Proposal

To raise awareness of homophones and the relationships
between sound and spelling.

Duration Difficulty

Preparation

You will need a set of eight pairs of homophones. Use words
which are at least partly familiar to the class. See the examples
in the oval below. Two more sets that could also be used are
included in the box at the bottom of the column,

Procedure

Ask the learners to work individually.

Write the sixteen words (in their normal spelling, not in
phonemic script) on the board in random order inside
a large circle or oval shape. You could also use a pre-
prepared OHT or PowerPoint slide.

rode peal pail way
wry peel site pale rote sighed road
weigh rye wrote side sight

Ask the learners to find a homophone for each word,
eg road and rode. If necessary, do one example with the
whole class first, joining the two homophones on the
board with a line.

Check the answers in open class by inviting the learners
to come to the board and draw lines between the pairs of
homophones,

If there are any errors, invite other learners to come to
the board and correct them.

Prolongation

Elicit the pronunciation of each pair of words. Focus on any
differences between the pairs: eg the only difference between
road/rode and rote/wrote is /t/ vs /d /. The diphthongs in all
four words are pronounced identically.

Set 1 Set 2

through threw throw great grate greyed
throe rows rose rouse grade bear bare beer
rows knit nit night bier world whirled
knight not knot nose word whirred seem
knows seam sum some

Marks and Bowen



Starring schwa

*

Track 53

Proposal

To develop awareness of the prevalence of the ‘schwa’
(the weak vowel /a/ - see Part A, page 16-17) and the
many ways it can be represented in spelling.

Duration _. _ Difficulty _ _

Preparation

Prepare a version of a shorl text with all the schwas
replaced by asterisks. See the example of such a text in the
box opposite, which is recorded. Make photocopies of the
‘starred’ text and the original one.

Procedure

— Hand out the ‘starred’ text and tell the learners that all
the asterisks stand for the same sound — the schwa.
» They read it first in order to get the general idea,
o They then go through it, trying lo reconstruct the
words containing asterisks.

_ When they have done what they can, you read the text
aloud (or, if using the text oppasite, play the recording)
so that the learners can revise and complete their
versions.

_ Finally, hand out the original version of the text for the
learners to check.

Prolongation

1 You could ask the learners to read the text (or part of it)
aloud in parallel with your reading or the recording. (See
Shadowing on page 120.)

2 They could produce similar texts (or even just sentences)
of their own for each other.

PS  Trying to focus learners’ attention on the schwa
often has the paradoxical effect of making this minimal
sound loom much too large. This activity attempts to
make schwa the star of the show by putting it in a muted
spotlight: it becomes a star (asterisk) but in the process it
becomes anonymous, and its costume (spelling) has 1o be
reconstructed by the learners.

Depending on your class, you might decide to use a text the
learners have worked on previously — maybe one from their
coursebook — or one which is completely new to them.

Ev* dreamed *f taking * bath in beer? Well, y* can, and
*ppar*ntly it’s good f* you. It w*s used in th* Middle Ages
*s * rem*dy f*r * whole range *f ailm™nts, *nd it's rec*ntly
been reintr*duced *t * Germ*n health resort. Th* beer they
use, mixed with lukewarm wat*, isn’t just any old beer,
though. It has t* be in the early stages *f fermentati*n in
ord* t* give th* maxim*m benefit. So, not s*prisingly, y*
can’t drink it. B*t | s*ppose y* ¢*n alw*s head f* th* bar
aft'w*ds if y* feel thirsty.

Track 53

Ever dreamed of taking a bath in beer? Well, you
can, and apparently it's good for you. It was used

in the Middle Ages as a remedy for a whole range

of ailments, and it’s recently been reintroduced at a
German health resort. The beer they use, mixed with
lukewarm water, isn't just any old beer, though. It has
to be in the early stages of fermentation in order to
give the maximum benefit. So, not surprisingly, you
can't drink it. But | suppose you can always head for
the bar afterwards if you feel thirsty.

Marks & Bowen
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// Fifty? // No // fifteen! //

Emphasising corrections

@A00] When we hear an error and we correct it, we emphasise the correct information.

Listen to this conversation. Notice how Andy emphasises the words which
Bella has heard incorrectly.

Andy: // Let's meet up tonight //

Bella: // OK // When and where? //

Andy: // How about the Blues Café? //

Bella: //The Mews Café? // Don't like that place //

Andy: // No, the Blues Café // In Rawton Road //

Bella: // Where'’s Lawton Road? //

Andy: // Not Lawton Road // Rawton Road //
you know //

Bella: // Ahyes // OK // What time? //

Andy: // How about nine fifteen //

Bella: // Five fifteen? // That's too early //

Andy: // No, nine fifteen // What’s wrong with
your ears today?! //

)

If only a part of a word or phrase is not heard correctly, we emphasise only that part
when we correct. Listen to these examples.

A: // My nephew's fifteen //

: // Thirteen? //

: // No // fifteen! //

: // You must be more careful! //
: // Careless? //
: // No // careful! //

: // Her room is really untidy //

: 1/ Tidy? //

: // No // untidy! //

: // | saw a blackbird // in the garden //

: // A blackboard? //
: // No // a blackbird! //

> > > > > P> >®

In the examples above, the mistake was that one of the speakers did not hear correctly.
But we can also use extra stress when correcting other kinds of mistakes, for example if the
information is wrong. Listen to this example.

A: // The Amazon's the longest river in the world //

B: // Oh // | thought the Nile was the longest river //

441

44.2

Exercises

Read this phone conversation. Notice the words which are emphasised by Sylvia and
decide whether Joe says phrase a or phrase b. Underline the correct answer. Then listen
and check.
EXAMPLE  Sylvia: Hello, Joe, I'm coming to visit next month.
Joe: You're coming a this month? b next week?
Sylvia: No, next month. Can you meet me? I'll be on the evening plane.
1 Joe: On the a morning plane? b evening train?
Sylvia: No no. On the evening plane. On Sunday the third.
2  Joe: On a Sunday the first? b Monday the third?
Sylvia: No no, Sunday the third. At nine fifteen.

3 Joe: At afive fifteen? b nine fifty?
Sylvia: No no, nine fifteen. You'll know it's me.
I'll have a blue jacket.

4  Joe: anew jacket? b blue packet?
Sylvia: No no, a blue jacket. See you there. Bye.

Read these short conversations. Which syllable do you think the speaker will
emphasise in each blue speech unit? Underline it.
EXAMPLE  A: // | disagree with you //
B: //You agree? //
A: // No // | disagree! //
1 A: // He's in the bathroom //
B: // In the bedroom? //
A: // No // the bathroom! //

2 A: // My father’s retired //
B: // Why is he tired? //
A: // No // he's retired! //

3 A: // | bought a bookshelf //
B: // A bookshop? //
A: // No // a bookshelf! //

4 A: // But that's impossible! //
B: // You think it's possible? //
A: // No // | said impossible! //

5 A: //The kitchen’s downstairs //
B: // Upstairs? //
A: // No // downstairs! //

Follow-up: Listen. You will hear the first two lines and then a pause before the third line. Say the
third line with the stress you underlined. Then listen and check if you were right.
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Da aa phrase book

1 Dar Fresh fried chips
Dooby | Lots of fish and pizza
Dipety | Plenty of carrots and sausages

2 Dar New black boots
Dooby | Lovely yellow trousers
Dipety | Horrible rose coloured  sunglasses

3 Dar Dont tell Mike
Dooby | Go and speak to Mary
Dipety | Hurry and giveitto Jonathan

) 4 Dar Near north Leeds

Dooby | Therein sunny London
Dipety | Overin glamorous Manchester

Da da phrase book
Dar One cold beer
Dooby | Halfa glass of whiskey
Dipety | Giveme a bottle of orange juice
Dar Ring Jack soon
Dooby | Speak to Susan later
Dipety | Telephone Alison afterwards
Dar Three blind mice
Dooby | Seven hungry tigers
Dipety | Hundreds of pictures of  elephants
Dar Can't Pete drive?
Dooby | Doesn’t Oscar listen?
Dipety | Can'tyou make Jennifer talk to you?

EO abenbue| ep g(






