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Outline

A little bit about …

• listening

• language

• classroom practice

• how to make listening memorable  
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A little bit about listening 
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Name that tune …

BBC Magazine 2012



Name that tune …
We are the champions– Queen

YMCA – Village People

The Final Countdown – Europe

Brown Eyed Girl – Van Morrison

At the Car Wash – Rose Royce

Brown Girl in the Ring – Bony M

Karma Chameleon – Boy George

Doctor Doctor – The Thompson Twins

Pressure – David Bowie

Waterloo – Abba

Michelle – The Beatles       Happy – Pharrel Williams

BBC Magazine 2012



What have they all 
got in common? 

Rhythm

Earworms

Verbal stickiness
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A little bit about language 
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Making Listening Memorable: 

Listening in chunks 

When students listen to a text, many feel 

they are starting from scratch rather than 

building on what they have already 

mastered. Nowadays, technology enables 

teachers to create content and design 

effective activities which help learners 

make real listening progress. Come along 

and try out a selection of these activities.  
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A little bit about classroom 

practice
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Top-down and bottom-up (1)

• You will hear 5 clauses, 

each one 3 times. 

• What did the speaker 

say? 
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Top-down and bottom-up (1)  

1 I must have about

2 through it all the time and I think

3 I don’t even speak to you

4 They can see anything

5 If you don’t know 500 of them, you
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Top-down and bottom-up (2)  

1 I must have about

2 through it all the time and I think

3 I don’t even speak to you

4 They can see anything

5 If you don’t know 500 of them, you
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A little bit about how we can 

make listening memorable 
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Activity 1 

Acoustic drilling

You are going to listen to 6 phrases. You will 

hear each one three times. 

The phrases have been written as they 

sound. What do you think the written form of 

what the speaker said is?

Compare with a partner and listen and 

check.
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Acoustic drilling (1)

1. sail does far 

2. lep me juss get this

3. they look tut thee ya

4. which wa zabada thousand

5. all over the wood

6. mice fum new kay an Norway



Acoustic drilling (1)

1. sail does far 

sailed as far

2. lep me juss get this

let me just get this  

3. they look tut thee ya

they looked at the er …

4. which wa zabada thousand

which was about a thousand

5. all over the wood

all over the world

6. mice fum new kay an Norway

mice from the UK and Norway



Activity 2: Acoustic drilling 2

17

You will hear 12 snippets or short bits 
of spoken text (spoken by different 

speakers). 

There’s one word that’s the same in 
each snippet. 

What is it?



(…from an audio concordance)
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http://tubequizard.com/

level / type / category / variety
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http://tubequizard.com/


http://tubequizard.com/quiz.php?id=138

(pronunciation for listeners t/d) 
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http://tubequizard.com/quiz.php?id=138


http://tubequizard.com/quiz.php?id=82

grammar for listeners – present perfect
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http://tubequizard.com/quiz.php?id=82


http://tubequizard.com/search.php?pattern=!

bGl0dGxlIGJpdCBhYm91dA

search in subtitles: a little bit about
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http://tubequizard.com/search.php?pattern=!bGl0dGxlIGJpdCBhYm91dA


‘a little bit about’
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Site name

type in 

chunk
accents

no. of examples

speed
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https://youglish.com/search/a%20little%20bit%20about/uk

audioscript

pron tips

https://youglish.com/search/a little bit about/uk


Activity 3 

backchain drill

I know a little bit about kittens …

bit about

little bit about 

know a little bit about

I know a little bit about kittens …
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I know a little bit about kittens 

verse 
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I know a little bit about kittens 

rap
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Useful resources

• http://mp3cutter.toolur.com/ (free online app which can be 

used to cut audio tracks, and then save to your hard drive)

• https://www.playphrase.me/en/search (key in word/phrase 

for video clips containing the language – but be careful –

not all content may be appropriate)

• www.audacityteam.org (free online audio editor and 

recorder)

• http://tubequizzard.com find examples of chunks in text in 

Youtube videos – blankfil – often same speaker

• https://youglish.com (make your own audio concordances 

– different speakers)

• Pronpack 4 Pronunciation Poems by Mark Hancock 

• www.hancockmcdonald.com slides for talk 28

http://mp3cutter.toolur.com/
https://www.playphrase.me/en/search
http://www.audacityteam.org/
http://tubequizzard.com/
https://youglish.com/
http://www.hancockmcdonald.com/
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and no longer starting 

from scratch


