
PROCEDURE
1. Read out the poem (or play the audio track of the poem or the song) and ask the

students to listen. As a task, ask them to suggest how the story will continue after the
end of the poem. (suggested answer: it will repeat all over again – each new person
who arrives at the hotel is trapped and never leaves – a truly claustrophobic
nightmare!).

2. Notice that the poem is full of regular verbs in the simple past, so you can now use it
to focus on how these are pronounced. Ask students to listen again to the poem and
notice these verbs.

3. Point out that the letter e in ed is often silent. For example, in walked, ed is
pronounced as just /t/.

4. Use a backchaining drill (or use the Nightmare Hotel pronunciation audio) to give your
students pronunciation practice. Backchaining is a form of drill where you ask students
to repeat segments of a sentence, starting from the end and getting bigger:
a. the hill
b. up the hill
c. tup the hill
d. walk tup the hill
e. I walked up the hill

Use this procedure for each line of the poem which contains a verb in the simple past.
(Notice that in step c, we get the nonsense word tup. This is because the ed of walked
is pronounced /t/, and it sounds as if it is part of the following word, up. Your students
will find this strange to begin with, but then they will realise that this is exactly how it is
pronounced in the poem.)

5. Finally, play the poem or song one or more times. Students can recite or sing the
words at the same time. Even if they prefer not to, it will help them to ‘fix’ the
pronunciation of the lyric in their head.
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I walked up the hill
To the Nightmare Hotel
I stopped at the door
But I couldn’t see the bell

I knocked and I waited
In the cold and windy night
I looked in the window
But there wasn’t any light

That’s when I noticed
The door was open wide
Then it started raining
So I walked inside

The door closed behind me
I asked ‘Who’s there?’
That’s when I noticed
The rats on the stairs

I turned round to leave
But I couldn’t see the door
That’s when I noticed
The body on the floor

Then the body moved
The woman wasn’t dead
She told me her story
This is what she said:

I also walked up
To the Nightmare Hotel…
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