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Texts are designed with a given audience in mind. By looking at a text, we can deduce what kind of audience the author designed it for. But this sense of audience often lacks in student writing because they write to display rather than to communicate. We can help make EFL writing look more like communication by encouraging students to have a stronger sense of audience and purpose. 

A sense of audience – encourage students to have a clear picture of who they are writing for, be it an individual in the case of a letter or email, or a type of person in the case of an article or story

A sense of purpose – give the students a context in which the writing has a purpose. It may be to communicate some specific information, or it may be simply to express themselves.

In order to write with a sense of audience and purpose, students need content; they need to have something they want to say. In other words, they should be writing with something to communicate and express, not just to display their latest grammar and vocabulary trophies. I have found that writing tasks which evoke one or more of the following senses are successful in this respect:

A sense of effectiveness – this can be encouraged by tasks which have clear criteria for success. For example: Does the letter answer the readers likely questions? Does the film review give the reader sufficient information to decide whether or not to see the film? Do the instructions effectively guide the reader to do something correctly? 

A sense of individuality – this can be encouraged by tasks where students write about themselves and their interests, or express their own personality.

A sense of creativity – this can be encouraged in a number of ways:

Juxtaposition, for example guessing the connection between to pictures

Unusual angle, for example a biography of something non-human like a tree.

Constraints, for example writing a poem from a very limited set of words.

A sense of mischief – encourage students to ‘have an attitude’ in their writing. For example, they can express their frustration with certain irritating behaviour through ‘how (not) to’ tips. ‘Attitude’ provides content to be communicated.

A sense of expertise – give students the opportunity to write about things they feel that they are an expert in.

Below are some examples of writing tasks designed to evoke one or more of the ‘senses’ listed above. They are mainly designed for young learners.

Stating the obvious

* Imagine a specific target audience. Decide which of the information below would be stating the obvious for that audience.

Dear Friend

Hi! My name’s Adam. Adam is a boy’s name. I live in London, the capital city of Britain. Britain is a country in Europe, on the planet Earth. 

I go to school five days a week (there are seven days in a week). In my free time, I watch TV. The TV is a box with moving pictures. At night,  when it is dark, I sleep in a bed in a bedroom. 

What about you? Please write an email on your computer and send it to me soon.

Best wishes





Adam.

(based on idea in “Discourse” by Guy Cook, OUP 1989)

Imagining an exotic audience

* Reply to this email penfriend. Remember: Glob’s world is very different from yours!

Hello, planet Earth!

My name’s Glob and I live on the planet Zork. It’s a great planet. We only go to school on Saturday and Sunday. In my free time, I meet my friends. We often go to the park. We like feeding the trees and swimming in the lemonade river. We sometimes play ‘volleypizza’, and then the winners eat the pizza!  

But we don’t play all the time. We work too. I often wash and clean. I love washing the elephant, but I hate cleaning the windows. We’ve got 97 windows! 

In the evening, I never watch TV. I like counting the stars and listening to my sister. She plays five saxophones! And I love writing emails to other planets. Please write to me soon!

Your new friend

Glob

(From ‘Winners’ by Cathy Lawday and Mark Hancock, OUP 2004)
A perfect moment

* Find the errors

* Imagine your own perfect moment and write a diary entry

Dear diary


What a perfect morning! I’m sitting in the kitchen having breakfast and cooking out of the window. Outside, the birds are singing in the cheese. It’s half past late. My family are all upstairs. My dad’s in the bathroom having a flower and my mum’s in bread, feeding a book. My brother’s in his bedroom washing the TV. The dog’s sleeping in the living room and the cat’s in the garden, climbing a three. I’m listening to my favourite sock on the radio. What a perfect morning!

(From ‘Winners’ by Cathy Lawday and Mark Hancock, OUP 2004)
Application letter as question and answer

A. Advert

* Read this advert from ‘What Next?’ magazine.

Come to Moon Station X!

We are looking for young people to join our summer courses. You should be about thirteen or fourteen years old. You should be able to speak one or two foreign languages because your will travel with people from many different countries.

There are four domes at moon station X:


The Science and Technology Dome


The Sport and Fitness Dome


The Nature Dome


The Art and Entertainment Dome

Please apply in writing. Tell us which dome you would like to go to, and why. The more detail the better! Remember there are only twenty places in the space-shuttle.

B. Questions

* You are going to apply for one of the courses. Answer the questions below about you. Don’t write full sentences, just write words.

Where did you find out about our summer courses?  ‘What Next?’ magazine

Which summer course would you like to apply for?

Why do you want to come to Moon Station X?

How many foreign languages do you speak?

How old are you?

Why do you want to go to the Sport and Fitness Dome?

Which sports are you especially good at?

What other sports can you do?

C. Model

* Read this letter. Find Gloria’s answers to the questions in B. Then write your own letter.
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September 29 2015

Dear sir or madam

I read your advert about summer courses at Moon Station X. I would like to apply for a place on the course this summer at the Sports and Fitness Dome.

I have always wanted to go to the moon. I like travelling and meeting people from other countries. Although I can only speak one foreign language at the moment, I will study another one if I get a place. I am only twelve. However, I will be thirteen very soon.

I would like to go to the Sport and Fitness Dome because I’m interested in fitness and exercise. I am good at basketball and I have been in a few competitions. I like playing table tennis too. I can swim and ski and ride a horse. 

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours faithfully

Gloria Jones

(From Pen Pictures by Mark Hancock and Annie McDonald, OUP1999)

New perspective on your house

A. Model

Fairfield Farm Museum

A window on history! See life on a farm for men, women and children in 1890. 

Visit the Fairfield Farm Museum, Vermont, USA and see:

* The working dairy farm, with milk cows, work horses, chickens and sheep.

* The farm house: see the kitchens and family bedrooms from 1890.

* The games room: play games more than 110 years old.

* The dairy: make butter!

* The Old Ways: see our 15 minute film about life on the Fairfield Farm.

Open from May 1st to October 31 st, from 9:30 to 5:00.

Adults $8; students $3

Dairy Bar: ice cream, yoghurt, milk, cheese, hot and cold drinks

Gift Shop: souvenirs, books, postcards

Note: visitors mustn’t:

*  bring pets onto the farm 

*  smoke, eat or drink in the farm house or dairy

*  feed the animals.

B. Task

* Imagine your house is a museum. Write a brochure.

Visit Marek’s house, Posnan, Poland and see:

* Marek’s fantastic bedroom, with posters and computer games

…

Open from December 31st to March 1st, from 6:30 to 8:00.

Note: visitors must: 

* bring presents for Marek

…

Visitors mustn’t:

* jump on Marek’s bed

…

(Winners)
Constraint to creativity – a form poem

*Write a poem in five lines:

Line 1: 

Hello … (a special day or time of year)

Line 2: three words to describe the day or time of year, for example:

sunny  windy  hot  cold  foggy  raining  snowing  cloudy  happy  special  fantastic …

Line 3: one or more things you think of, for example:

candles on a birthday cake; Easter eggs; presents under the Christmas tree…

Line 4: 

When is it? (and write the answer)

Line 5: Write line 1 again.
Example:

Hello Christmas!

Cold, special, snowing

Presents under the Christmas tree

When is it? December the 25th!

Hello Christmas!

(From ‘Winners’ by Cathy Lawday and Mark Hancock, OUP 2004)
Constraint to creativity: restricted set of words

A. Here is a love story in code. Write it in English!

1  4  3   2

2  5  3  1

1  4  6  2

2  5  6  1

1  9  2

7  2  9 1 ?

8  !

Key:

1 = Felix   


4 = often   

7 = did   

2 = Frances   


5 = never   

8 = no  

3 = phone / phoned   

6 = visit / visited   
9 = love / loved

B.  Write as many sentences as possible with these words.
 Luke    Liz    Linda     like /  liked     didn’t     look / looked     at    did    no!

C.  Listen to your friend’s sentences and add them to your list.

D.  Choose some of your sentences and some of your friend's sentences. Write a love story. Practice saying your story.

Liz liked Luke.

Linda didn’t like Luke.

Luke didn’t like Liz.

Luke liked Linda.

Liz looked at Luke.

Luke looked at Linda.

Did Linda look at Luke?

No!

(From ‘Winners’ by Cathy Lawday and Mark Hancock, OUP 2004)

Contradictions nonsense

* Find the contradictions. Rewrite the letter without contradictions or write another letter with contradictions!










The Hotel Paris










London










32 August 

Dear Dad

I’m having a great holiday here in England. The weather is hot and there is snow in the streets. English food is great, lots of wonderful pizzas, curry, shushi and other things. I am at a very expensive hotel because I haven’t got a lot of money. The room hasn’t got any windows, but the view is wonderful. 

Yesterday it was rainy so I went to the beach. I went by train but it was slow because of the traffic. All the people were on the beach in the sun. The sea was ice-cold, so I went for a swim. Then I went on a boat trip to the top of the mountain. 

Last night I went to a museum to see a film. It was a lovely romantic film about aliens killing people. Then I went to a cinema for dinner. I went alone, with a group of friends. Finally, we went to a disco for a quiet game of cards. Then I went back to the hotel and went to sleep under the stars.

This morning, it was very foggy so I went to see Big Ben. Now I’m sitting on a motorbike, writing a letter to you. I’m writing it slowly because I know you don’t read very fast. If you don’t get this letter, don’t worry. See you soon

Best wishes

Uncle Ben

(Idea based on ‘Contradictions’ in ‘Challenge to Think’ by Frank, Rinvolucri and Berer, CUP 1982)
Mischief: saying the opposite of what you mean

A. Model

How (not) to be a lovely baby





(By big sister)

* Never open your mouth at meal times. 

* You must drop your food on the floor.

* You mustn’t smile near a camera. 

* You must play with your older sister’s  things and break them.

* Cry when your sister is in the room and mum will think she did something bad!

* Always make your nappy dirty when your family is watching their favourite   
programme.

* You must play with dangerous things.

* You must put dirty things in your mouth.

* People like baby sick, so put it over carpets and sofas if you can.

* You must sleep in the day: you need to rest so you can cry all night!

B. Task

* Write ‘how not to’ tips for one of these…

How (not) to be a great brother/sister

How (not) to be a wonderful mum/dad

How (not) to be a perfect teacher

How (not) to be nice at the swimming pool

How (not) to be cool at a party

How (not) to be a teacher’s pet

How (not) to be a good customer

How (not) to get lots of friends

How (not) to be polite at the dinner table

How (not) to make your friends laugh

How (not) to do homework

