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1. Information Gap Transcript

A
Let’s see, who starts?
B
We have to find five differences, 
don’t we?
A
Yes. Well, I’ll start…


Is the man wearing a hat?

B

No. In your picture he 

has a hat?

A

Yes. It’s different.


Do we have to write it down?
B
Nobody’s writing, no.


Does your man have, 


eh...


How do you say ‘glasses’?
A
‘Glasses’, I think.
B

Does your man have 


glasses?

A

No. Ok, two differences. 

A

Does your man have a 

walkman?

B
What?
A

A walkman.

B

Ah, eh, no, no.

A

Ok, three differences.


It’s your turn, come on.
B

Eh, does your man have a 

cigarette?

A

No. Ok, four differences.


Let’s see, what else?
B
How do you say ‘tie’?
A
Ehm… I don’t know.
B

Well, does your man 


have a ‘tie’?

A

(laughing) No, five 


differences.


We’ve finished. 

2. The Teen Tribe -  Unwritten Rules:

If the teacher chooses you, get out of the spotlight as fast as possible: always

give the minimum possible response. One word is usually enough.

If your English is better than average for the class, disguise it. For example, deliberately pronounce words badly. Being too good is not cool.

Don’t use English unless you have been specifically asked to. The tribe expects you to appear to be unwilling (even if you like speaking English in fact).

If you must ask the teacher a question, never do it in English (even if you know how to say it in English). Remember: the tribe is watching!

In pairwork, you can form sentences in English. But never actually communicate though English. The kid who uses English to say things like “Who starts?” or “What are you doing after school?” is not in the tribe.
3. Sample speaking task sequence: Describing routines

1 Read this and say how Derek Different is different from you.

Derek Different

On Sunday, Derek Different gets up at six o’clock. He puts on his clothes and then has a shower. Then he has breakfast. He eats tomato ice-cream and drinks bacon milkshake. In the morning, he reads his Latin dictionary. He has sock soup for lunch. Then he goes to his room and rides his bike. In the evening, he has dinner and then he watches the radio and goes to bed.
2  Complete the interview.
 I:
When do you get up on Sunday, Derek?

D:
I get up at six o’clock.

I:
Wow! Then what do you do?

D:
I put on my clothes and ____________.

I:
That’s crazy! Do you eat cereal for breakfast?

D:
No, I don’t. I eat ___________ and I drink __________.

I:
Bacon milkshake! Yuk! What do you do in the morning?

D:
I __________

I:
What do you have for lunch?

D:
I have sock soup. Then I go to my room and ___________

I:
What do you do in the evening?

D:
I have dinner and then I ________________ and go to bed.

I:
Watch the radio?! Hmmm. Well, thanks Derek.

3  Read out the interview with a partner.

4  You are going to interview a friend. Prepare your questions from this box.

	Do you
	drink coffee (tea / orange juice) for breakfast?

watch a lot of TV?

play computer games?

eat ……………. ?

have ………….. ?

go …………….. ?

………………… ?

	When


	do you
	get up?

go to school (work)?

have breakfast  (lunch / dinner) ?

go to bed?

…….

	What
	
	have for breakfast  (lunch / dinner) ?

do at the weekend?

……


Now interview your friend. Imagine you are a reporter and your friend is a famous person (or one of the Different family).

5  Perform your interview to the class.


4. Rap

I’m the kid you need

I write, I read

Do this, do that

Catch rats, feed cats

I do those jobs

I feed fish, I wash dogs

Look at me, I’m tall

I can paint your wall

Paint doors, paint drawers

Clean floors and more

People say I’m crazy

But they never say I’m lazy

I’m the kid you need

I clean, I feed

Watch your pets don’t fight

Make cakes, work nights

Look and read

I’m the kid you need

5. Sum up in negative: 10 ways to kill speaking skills
 

·  Don’t let students practise them.

· Lead by example. Always switch to Greek for real communication.

·  Use English to humiliate students in front of their friends. This is a sure way to put them off English, possibly for life.

·  Keep student fun and initiative to a minimum – English is not their property and they have no right to play with it. 

· Make it clear that you are not interested in meaning – the purpose of speaking practice is to give students an opportunity to make mistakes.

·  Speaking tasks shouldn’t be about anything – they are purely manipulation of grammatical form.

·  Keep them in the dark - never explain the objective of a speaking task. Or better still, give them a task without an objective! 

· Always get them to run before they can walk – start with freer practice. Drilling and controlled practice is boring. 

·  There’s no better way to explain what they’re expected to do than by demonstrating it - so don’t!

·  When it’s all over, move on to something else quickly. If you get a pair to perform the activity for the class at the end, they might take it more seriously next time.

