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What am I?

When I wake up I’m a spouse
I’m a neighbour when I leave the house

I’m a pedestrian walking down the street

I’m a passenger on a metro seat

I’m a customer when I buy the bread

I’m a patient in a hospital bed

I’m a foreigner when I go abroad

I’m a teacher, writing on the board

At work I’m just an employee
Or a staff room colleague drinking tea

I’m a subject, object, stranger, friend
Part of a demographic trend

I’m a citizen voting, a witness seeing

But mainly, a fellow human being
Look out!

T: 
An example of a phrasal verb… Alberto?

A:
Look out!

T:
Look out… yes good! And what does it mean, 
Alberto?

A:
Fire!

T:
Ok, something dangerous. Good. We use look out to 
warn people about 
something dangerous, ok? And 
can you give us another example?

A:
Jacket on fire!

T:
Well, yes, ok. Can you say it with look out?

A:
Look out – your jacket on fire!

T:
IS on fire. Your jacket IS on fire, ok?

A:
Yes – your jacket IS on fire!

T:
Yes, very good - it’s on fire.

A:
No no, bad - it’s ON FIRE!

T:
Yes, it’s on fire. That’s right. Can we have another 
example?

A:
Teacher – YOUR JACKET’S ON FIRE!

T:
Yes, ok Alberto. No need to shout… [sniff sniff] 
That’s funny… Can anybody smell smoke?
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	- Planned, orderly

- Clear for students

- They know what’s

  expected

- Minimizes chaos

- They don’t have to

  worry about turn

  taking appropriacy

- Can be used to

  ‘bring students in’
	- Evaluation, not

  communication

- Restricts student

  initiative

- Student’s talk

  minimal and

  monosyllabic

- They don’t learn

   turn taking

   appropriacy and

   initiative




Alternatives?

- Use group work and games

- Tolerate student initiated diversions

- Respond to content, and follow up

- Take yourself out of teacher-student role

  and put yourself in person-person mind set

- Vary the F move

1  Where the hell have you been?!



a. Just round to a friend’s house.



b. Sorry, I didn’t realise the time.



c. Calm down! Keep your hair on!

2  They’re watching me; I can feel it!



a. Who? Who are watching you?



b. Perhaps you should go to the police.



c. Hmm – have you been taking your pills?

3  What a marvellous night for a moondance!



a. Yes, it is rather pleasant, I must say.



b. I’d rather stay indoors myself.



c. Drunk again!

4  By dabe’s Bark.



a. Pleased to meet you. I’m Toni.



b. Oh – I thought you were Mike.



c. Oooh, nasty cold!

5  I don’t feel very good.



a. Why don’t you go out for some fresh air?



b. What’s wrong?



c. Well. I don’t feel very well.

Checking

T:
What’s the answer to number one?  

S:
C!

T:
C, yes, good. And number two?

Elaborating

T:
Why do you think he went home?

S:
He cold.

T:
Yes, maybe he was cold – maybe he was 
wet from the rain. 

Following up on content

T:
What did you do for your birthday?

S:
I went to the cinema?

T:
Oh really? What did you see?

A: 
Vamos a ver quem comeca?
B: 
Temos cinco diferencias, pois não?
A:
Sim, pois eu vou comecar


Is the man wearing a hat?

B: 
No. In your picture he has a hat?

A: 
Yes. It’s different.


Temos que tomar notas?

B: 
Ninguem esta, pois não.
A: 
Como é que se-diz “oculos”?
B: 
“Glasses” acho-eu.
A: 
Does your man have glasses?

B: 
No. Ok, two differences.

A: 
Does your man have a walkman?

B: 
O qué?
A: 
A walkman.

B: 
Ah, eh, no, no.

A:  Ok, three differences.


É tua vez – vai!
B: 
Eh, does your man have a cigarette?

A: 
No. Ok, four differences.


Vamos a ver – o que mais?
B: 
Como é que se-diz gravata?

A: 
Er. Sei lá!
B: 
Pois, bem
 
Does your man have a ‘gravata’?

A:  No, five differences.


Já acabamos
The Teen Tribe -  Unwritten Rules:

If the teacher chooses you, get out of the spotlight as fast as possible: always

give the minimum possible response. One word is usually enough.

If your English is better than average for the class, disguise it. For example, deliberately pronounce words badly. Being too good is not cool.

Don’t use English unless you have been specifically asked to. The tribe expects you to appear to be unwilling (even if you like speaking English in fact).

If you must ask the teacher a question, never do it in English (even if you know how to say it in English). Remember: the tribe is watching!

In pairwork, you can form sentences in English. But never actually communicate though English. The kid who uses English to say things like “Who starts?” or “What are you doing after school?” is not in the tribe.
Tips:

How to Talk Like a Teacher
1. Make it clear to students that English is only for display, not for communication.

2. Always do your classroom management talk in Spanish.

3. Always interrupt students to point out their structural inaccuracies.

4. Make sure students understand by saying ‘ok?’ at the end of every instruction and never giving them time to respond.

5. Make it clear that you are only interested in the accuracy of their responses, never the content.

6. Find one style of speaking in class and stick to it until it is a routine.

7. Make it clear that unsolicited contributions from students are unwelcome.

8. Never surprise students with spontaneous talk.

9. Always be the one to initiate the exchange.

10. Always evaluate student’s contributions by saying ‘good’, for example.

11. If classroom talk is like tennis, make sure it’s always you that serves.

12. Don’t allow students to respond directly to each other – the response must go through you.
