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1 Listening and the Classroom 

2 Activities focusing on sound 

substance 

2

3 Looking for chunks?



Understanding Spoken English

1 Spaghetti car banana

Spaghetti carbonara

2 Products rip in plastic.

Products wrapped in plastic.

3 I was nice girl

I was a night owl

4 Thereôs a bathroom on the right.

Thereôs a bad moon on the rise.
3



Listening in the classroom

Before listening

ÅAn activity to generate interest in the topic: Students find the 

names of the subjects a listening text from anagrams eg. 

IDVRLAO / LTRESYEVS NOTSLELA. This is followed up 

by students saying what they know about the people, and then 

reading biographies to check. 

ÅPre-teaching vocabulary ïfocus on meaningof individual 

words (citation forms)

While listening (specific info, detail ïkey words)

Åsequencing items

Åtrue/false/doesnôt say!

Åopen questions

Post listening

ÅUse the text as a jumping-off point for discussion on the topic
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Priming 

1. Wosthe marrer?

2. I gorraget to de ozzie

3. I never dun nuttôn

4. Put yerrandinyer

pocket!

(1966, Lern yerselfSCOUSE)
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Good morning

ȾŬɚɖɛɏɟŬ

Kahleemehrah

óimitated pronunciationô

(Greek Phrase Book, 

Berlitz)



What are they saying?

6English Pronunciation In Use, Hancock, M., (2012), Cambridge University Press



What are they saying?

1 I must have about

2é through it all the time and I think

3 I donôt even speak to you

4 They can see anything

5 If you donôt know 500 of them, you

7



Class 1: post listening  

1 I must have about

2 through it all the time and I think

3 I donôt even speakto you

4 They can see anything

5 If you donôt know 500 of them, you
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Class 2: pre +post-listening (1)

1 I must have about

2é through it all the time and I think

3I donôt even speak to you

4 They could seeanything

5If you donôt know 500 of them, you

Å100%

Å66%

Å33%

Å0%
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Class 2: post listening (2) 

1 I must have about

2 through it all the time and I think

3 I donôt even speak to you

4 Theycan see anything

5 If you donôt know 500 of them, you
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See Richard Cauldwellôs work (Speech in Action, 2013) for more 

detail on close analysis of radical reductions in spoken English



More radical reductions

In the following snippets, taken from the 

facebookconversation and other texts, one word 

occurs in each group. What is it? 

You will hear each snippet 3 times.

1 Do you achlyknow é   

2 If you achlyhighlight é

3 Have you achymet them all?   

4 but it sachlyé   

5 It tachy ninety.
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Acoustic drilling (1)

You are going to listen to 6 phrases. You will 

hear each one three times. 

The phrases have been written as they 

sound (óimitated pronunciationô ish). 

Write what the speaker said.
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Acoustic drilling (1)

1. sail does far 

2. lep me juss get this

3. they look tut thee ya

4. which wa zabada thousand

5. all over the wood

6. mice fum new kay an Norway



Acoustic drilling (1)

1. sail does far 

sailed as far

2. lep me juss get this

let me just get this  

3. they look tut thee ya

they looked at the er é

4. which wa zabada thousand

which was about a thousand

5. all over the wood

all over the world

6. mice fum new kay an Norway

mice from the UK and Norway



Listening in Chunks 
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You will hear 12 snippets or short bits 
of spoken text (spoken by different 

speakers). 

Thereôs one word thatôs the same in 
each snippet. 

What is it?
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(Audio concordance - Authentic Listening Resource Pack, 

Hancock, M., McDonald, A., (2014), Delta Publishing

Acoustic/Chunk drilling (2)



Activity 3 backchain drill

I know a little bit about kittens é

bit about

little bit about 

know a little bit about

I know a little bit about kittens é
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I know a little bit about kittens rap
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YouGlish: a little bit about

20

Site name

type in 

chunk
accents

no. of examples

speed
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https://youglish.com/search/a%20little%20bit%20about/uk

audioscript

pron tips


