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IPA: SYMBOLS OF POWER?

A. WHAT IS THE IPA?
B. SYMBOLS OF POWER
C. SYMBOLS OF EMPOWERMENT
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WHAT IS THE IPA?

- history
- symbols
- phonetic versus phonemic

P
-4

() Yy Q

9 @ °

coc k
M“a" ald.c




©
0
)
h
<
o




CONSONANTS (PULMONIC) © 2015 IPA
Bilabial |Labiodental| Dental ‘Alveolar Postalveolar| Retroflex | Palatal Velar ‘ Uvular Pharyngcal{ Glottal

Plosive p b L d [ (l C j k g q G ?

Nasal m 1) n n N I) N

Trill B I R

Tap or Flap N E r

Fricative (l) ﬁ f A% 6 6 | S Z ’ I 3 S ZL g J XY x K h (; h ﬁ

Lateral i_ 13 |

fricative ’

Approximant 19 | .{ J l_L[ ‘

L 1 '

agpt;g;(imant 1 l, /( L |

Symbols to the right in a cell are voiced, to the left are voiceless. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible.

CONSONANTS (NON-PULMONIC)

Clicks Voiced implosives Ejectives
O Bilabial 6 Bilabial Examples:
’
I Dental d Dental/alveolar p Bilabial

! (Post)alveolar

3": Palatoalveolar

II Alveolar lateral

d Uwular

k, Velar

’
S Alveolar

b
t Dental/alveolar

fricative

VOWELS
Front Central Back
Close 1 Q\y— 1 O\B — Wlel
\ I‘\'
\ 1Y \ U
Close-mid e\¢ e 3\0\ O XYeO
\ \
\ o
Noe—a
Open-mid e \(B—B.\G—A‘O
ae\\ e
Open a\O (E———QeD

Where symbols appear in pairs, the one
to the right represents a rounded vowel.
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SYMBOLS OF POWER

- elocution
- a standard prestige accent
- accent training
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Pygmalion 1913

Symbols of Power

- RP is the accent of power
- RP is the accent
people aspire to
- [PA symbols should
represent the sounds of RP
- Non-RP speakers should
conform




Standard British
Pronunciation Today

- N % o d
palgrave macmittan '}




"... nothing characterizes a foreign accent
more than the absence of schwa ..."

"A good schwa should be the foreign learner's
highest priority in pronouncing English”

Geoff Lindsay

https://www.englishspeechservices.com/blog/strut-for-dummies/
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IF you ask

To borrow today
2 -

Don't forget
3 Tornorrow to pay
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SYMBOLS OF EMPOWERMENT

- pronunciation for intelligibility
- accent-flexibility of symbols
- an illustrative case study
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CAMBRIDGE APPLIED LINGUISTICS

Intelligibilitx, Oral

Communication,
and the Teaching
of Pronunciation

" John M. Levis
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pure? ....
"A standard accent is regarded
as a standard not because of
any intrinsic qualities it may
possess, but because of an ...-
arbitrary attitude adopted
towards it by society.” ....
N
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A Vietnamese [An] ‘favour’
(This symbol is sometimes used
for a different vowel, the central
vowel in Eng. hut [het].)

0 Handbook of the International
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look




Uncle Gus

Uncle Gus
N N

Doesn’t have much luck
N A A
His car got cr}\shed

By a ten-ton truck
N AN

He was sitting in a pub
g PA

Poor Uncle Gus
N N

When his house got strju\ck

% By a London bus
> N N
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Every conflation

reduces the number
of pixels in your
picture
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Phonemes can push
into their neighbour's
space without
conflating
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Symbols of Empowerment

- The symbol shape is arbitrary

- One symbol represents a range of sounds

- Symbols don't just represent RP or GA

- |If you're an intelligible speaker of English,
the symbols can represent your accent

_ The symbols are yours. OWN them!
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