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Some while listening tasks

ÅWe evaluate probabilities arising from the 

structure of the native vocabulary

ÅWe track information to locate the boundaries 

between words

ÅWe pay attention to the way that words are 

pronounced

ÅWe assess prosodic information that spans 

sequences of sounds  é etc

Cutler, Anne (2012) Native Listening. The MIT Press



é a óformidable range of mental 

tasks carried out with 

astonishing speed and accuracyô

Cutler, Anne (2012) Native Listening, The MIT Press



Context 

ÅRyanAir

ÅMichael OôLeary

ÅSeptember 2017

ÅPassengers and 

holidays

ÅPilots and holidays

ÅThe BBC -

Business Daily

8



Transcription Fragments

1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8 



Budget Air Line Transcript

1 This is our mess up // 2 When we make 

a mess at RyanAir // 3 we come out with 

our hands up // 4 we try to explain why 

we made the mess // 5 when we will pay 

compensation // 6 to those passengers 

who are entitled to compensation // 7 

which will be those // 8 flights that are 

cancelled over the next two weeks.
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Sound substance

ά! ǘŜǊƳ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
spoken language ςthe invisible
form of language that passes by 
very quickly and is gone. It is 
ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊΩǎ 
inspection ςit has to be 
processedby the listener at 
speeds which are beyond his or 
her controlΦέ

(Cauldwell, R. (2018) A Syllabus for Listening ïDecoding, 

Speech in Action)  



The horticultural metaphor


